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GAW/GCOS Switzerland
Record of Decisions – 5th SSC meeting

Date, Time: 2 April 2025, 13:15-15:30

Location:  Impact Hub, Bern 

Participants:

Scientific Steering Committee T. Stocker (University of Bern, Chair), B. Buchmann (Empa), J. Klausen 
(MeteoSwiss), J. Schmale (EPFL), J. Seibert (University of Zurich)

MeteoSwiss Management Board P. Zimmermann

Swiss GAW/GCOS Office M. Stalder, L. Pfister (minutes)
Virtual Invitees M. Collaud (MeteoSwiss, agenda item 6a and 6b), M. Gysel Beer (PSI, 

agenda item 6a), E. Mahieu (Université de Liège, agenda item 6b)

1 Welcome of the SSC Chair

The Chair welcomes the Swiss GAW/GCOS Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) to its 5th meeting and particularly 
welcomes P. Zimmermann, representative of the MeteoSwiss Management Board. Further, M. Stalder informs the 
SSC of its two new members, who were appointed by the MeteoSwiss Management Board: Stefan Brönnimann 
(University of Bern) and Nina Buchmann (ETHZ).

2 Adoption of documents

The agenda is adopted. The minutes and record of decisions of the 4th SSC meeting are adopted. 

3 Financial situation of Federal Administration

P. Zimmermann informs the SSC of the current financial situation of the federal administration and the budget cuts, 
which also affect MeteoSwiss, including the funding available in the framework of GAW-CH and GCOS-CH.

4 Overview of ongoing GAW-CH/GCOS-CH agreements including status reports

The SSC takes note of the status reports. One project was completed since the last meeting. 

5 Swiss GAW/GCOS Symposium 2025: Update

The SSC takes note that the additional budget cuts on the federal budgets for 2025 have also impacted the Swiss 
GAW/GCOS Office, particularly in terms of staffing. As a result, the Office is unable to proceed with the Swiss 
GAW/GCOS Symposium in the originally scheduled framework and reschedules the event for Spring 2026. The 
SSC will be informed about the new date and further details as soon as they are available. 

6 GAW-CH Monitoring – evaluations

a) PSI: outcome of evaluation and decision on future funding
No conflict of interest is declared. The SSC takes note of the outcome of the evaluation of the Aerosol Monitoring 
Program of PSI at the Jungfraujoch and decides to invite PSI to submit a follow-up proposal for the period 2026-
2029. The level of funding for the period 2026-2029 is set to a total amount of CHF 460’600 (CHF 115’150 per 
year).
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The SSC tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office to inform PSI accordingly.

b) Université de Liège: outcome of evaluation and decision on future funding
No conflict of interest is declared. The SSC takes note of the outcome of the evaluation of the total column FTIR 
measurements of the Université de Liège at the Jungfraujoch and decides to invite the Université de Liège to submit 
a follow-up proposal for the period 2026-2029. The level of funding for the period 2026-2029 is set to the total 
amount of EUR 141’552 (EUR 35’388 per year).

The SSC tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office to inform the Université de Liège accordingly.

7 GCOS-CH Inventory report: Information on current update

The SSC takes note of the planned publication of the ‘National Climate Observing System (GCOS Switzerland)’ 
report for summer 2025. The SSC decides to include two additional in-situ time series (Rietholzbach, Seehornwald 
Davos) in chapter ‘3.10 Evaporation from land’ of the report and tasks the Swiss GAW/GCOS Office to update it 
accordingly. 

8 Dates of next meetings 

The next SSC meetings will take place on the following dates:

- Autumn meeting 2025: Mon, 15 September 2025, 13:15-18:00, Bern, Impact Hub;
- Spring meeting 2026: Wed, 8 April 2026, 13:15-18:00, tbd;
- Autumn meeting 2026: Wed, 9 September 2026, 13:15-18:00, tbd.

9 Varia

The SSC takes note that:
- At global level, the introduction of GCOS Central Facilities (similar to GAW Central Facilities) is currently 

discussed by the GCOS Steering Committee;
- The GCOS community was active on the first World Day of Glaciers (21st March).


